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In May, all residents of Shawnee who are registered voters will be asked 
whether they would like to approve a property tax increase to fund the building 
and operation of a new community center east of Woodland Drive at 61st Street. 
We have been working to make sure that you, the voters, can make an informed 
decision when you get that ballot in the mail. Here is the exact wording of the 
question you’ll see on that mail-in ballot.

Shall the following be adopted?
Shall the City of Shawnee, Kansas, issue general obligation bonds in one or more series 
in an amount not to exceed $38,000,000 to pay the costs of the design, construction, furnishing, 
equipping, operating, and financing of a new community center at West 61st Street and Woodland Drive within the City, 
including park amenities, site work, and indoor recreational and aquatic features, together with all related improvements, 
with all or a portion of the debt service on such bonds paid through an increase in the property tax levy, all pursuant 
to the provisions of K.S.A. 10-101 et seq., K.S.A. 12-1736 et seq., K.S.A. 25-431 et seq., Article 12, Section 5 of the 
Constitution of the State of Kansas, and Ordinance No. 3251 of the City?

See pages 4 and 5 for more information about the proposed community center.

A Community Centered on YOU
RECreate Shawnee
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A GOOD WORD FROM

Dear Residents,
 As we are settling into 2019, I wanted to share with you my answer to a question I get asked often. What’s my vision 
for Shawnee? The short answer is for it to be “One Shawnee”. Now here’s the longer answer. 
 As I have always said, it’s about us, as a community, not thinking alike, but thinking together . These past few years 
have been focused on public safety, infrastructure, quality of life, and economic development and I am committed 
to continue putting resources where the needs are greatest. It has been a great privilege to serve the people of this 
community as Mayor and together, in three years, we have made important progress on business growth and better 
jobs, more responsive and transparent government and improved sustainability and quality of life. I am committed to 
furthering Shawnee's future and to enhance the special quality of life that makes Shawnee so precious and unique. I will 
continue our momentum to build a Shawnee that works for all. It is essential to safeguard the community in ways that 
reflect the wants and needs of the people who live, work and visit Shawnee. We have also pursued opportunities to make 
it easier to do business in Shawnee, in turn accelerating and expanding the economic vitality. Shawnee has a special 
balance of tradition and innovation. Despite differences in age, background, or circumstances, Shawnee is home to all of 
us. An affordable community for every generation. We are thriving, not just surviving. 
 As the leader of this city, my vision is a lifelong one. 

• We will have stewardship and operate in a way that enhances public value and produces a sense of community, 
while seeking to earn each resident’s trust. Responsible stewardship is selfless, service-oriented and beneficial to 
the taxpayer. 

• Our community needs to be a clean, safe, welcoming place to live so our community will have world class services 
including police, fire, emergency management, public works, and recreation.

• We will work collaboratively to create optimum efficiency and display in our service, a value for the residents we 
serve, which includes proper two-way communications and learning from our critics. 

• We will operate in a manner of continuous improvement. We will never be satisfied with the status quo but still 
seek to personally and collectively enhance our skills and business practices that set us apart and enhance public 
value and trust while propelling Shawnee into the future. We will not “compete” with our neighboring cities, but 
will do what is best for Shawnee.

• We will collaborate and decisions will not be made unilaterally. We seek to balance our resident input in a way that 
guards against “group think”. The more a group is monolithic, the more they tend to think the same and be trapped 
in inertia. We as a City benefit from diversity. 

• We will have credibility and will operate in a manner that will treat people well, fair, firm, and equal. There will 
be no favoritism or partiality to one entity over another. While the Governing Body may not always agree on the 
assets, decisions will be made in the right way for the right reasons.

• We will operate in a manner where we “serve” our constituents. We will seek out, listen to, and be responsive and 
sensitive to our residents, even if we disagree. Every inquiry will be responded to in a respectful manner. 

 Every resident and business in Shawnee deserves to build from the prosperity of this great City. I can assure you, as 
Mayor, I will continue to work hard day in and day out to make sure this vision benefits YOU, the most important part 
of our community.

Sincerely,

Michelle Distler
Mayor

Mayor Michelle Distler
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 What about our private developments? Planning 
for long-term sustainability and environmental 
sensitivity in new development is also a focus for 
Shawnee. The City has enacted new zoning rules that 
require a higher amount of open space and trees for 
all new developments. These efforts help to reduce 
paved areas that cause pockets of increased air 
temperature and enhance air quality. Our regulations 
for new subdivisions also act to protect existing trees 
and open spaces whenever possible to accomplish 
these same goals. Additionally, the City has adopted 
standards to minimize the size of commercial parking 
lots. This effort has a double impact as it decreases 
stormwater runoff and preserves open space 
throughout the city. Appropriately managing 
stormwater enhances the quality of our lakes and 
streams. But that’s not all! Recent updates to the 
City’s comprehensive plan and zoning regulations 
have increased the number of residences per acre, 
also known as density, to allow portions of our City to 
develop in the most efficient way possible! 
 For more information on Sustainable Shawnee 
and city-supported programs for your home or 
business visit www.cityofshawnee.org.

Planning and Development 
for Shawnee's Future

A primary goal of the City is to support and promote a 
more sustainable and environmentally friendly 
community. Over the course of 2019, you’ll notice a lot 
of changes around the City to implement this initiative!
 
LED Streetlight Upgrade
Every City-owned streetlight will be 
upgraded to LED. These new LED 
streetlights reduce maintenance cost and 
consume half the energy!

Solar Panels for Fire Station 72
As a pilot project, the City is installing 
solar panels at Fire Station 72 near 
Johnson Drive and Renner Road. This 
will offset more than half of the station’s 
electricity usage.

The City anticipates that, with the planned projects listed 
above, along with 10+ other energy efficiency projects 
like facility mechanical system upgrades and replacing 
our water fixtures to low flow, we will save almost 
$500,000 in utility, operational and maintenance costs. 

Shawnee Civic Centre 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 



Page 4

To provide some background on the community center process, the City purchased 26.3 acres of land in 2007 intended 
for a potential community center. Possible site plans were developed, but the City Council tabled the discussion in 
2007 because of the recession. Since then, the City has continued to field questions and interest about a new community 
center. Our Citizen Satisfaction Surveys in 2015 and 2017 showed increasing support for a community center with 
more than 64% being very supportive or supportive. 

How would the proposed community center be paid for?
The proposed community center would be paid for by a property tax increase. The chart below is meant to provide an 
approximate idea of how much your property taxes would increase based on your home value.

Home Value Current Monthly Proposed Monthly Monthly Increase Yearly Increase

$100,000 $25.51 $28.31 $2.80 $33.60
$150,000 $38.26 $42.46 $4.20 $50.40
$200,000 $51.02 $56.61 $5.59 $67.08
$250,000 $63.77 $70.79 $7.02 $84.24
*$263,130 $67.12 $74.48 $7.36 $88.32
$300,000 $76.52 $84.91 $8.39 $100.68
$350,000 $89.28 $99.07 $9.79 $117.48
$400,000 $102.03 $113.22 $11.19 $134.28

    *Average 2018 Shawnee home value

If approved, what would the Community Center include?
The proposed 67,707 square foot facility would feature an indoor aquatic center with a recreational pool, lap swimming 
pool, splash pad, sprayground, hot tub, a two court multi-activity gym, indoor artificial turf field, fitness center with 
cardio, machine and free weights, stretching area, open workout space, two group fitness studios, an indoor walking 
track, indoor playground, multipurpose classrooms, birthday party rooms, lounge areas and outdoor trail with fitness 
stations. Visit cityofshawnee.org/communitycenter for a full description and a closer look at the renderings.

If the proposed community center does not get approved, what happens?
Your property taxes would not go up and the community center would not be built. 
City staff would look into how the property could be used for other purposes.
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If approved, how are the membership dues structured and how much will they be?
There will be annual, monthly, and daily pass options based on residency. Punch card options will also be considered. 
The proposed fee structure is listed below.

Proposed Annual Resident Membership Rates

Individual Memberships Family Memberships Daily Admission

Youth Adult Senior Family Senior + 1 Additional Daily Child Watch

Proposed Annual Rates* $360 $480 $420 $840 $480 $120 $8 $3

Proposed Monthly Rates $33 $44 $38 $76 $44 $11

*If residents pay annual membership rates, they receive one free month.

Proposed Annual Non-Resident Membership Rates 

Individual Memberships Family Memberships Daily Admission

Youth Adult Senior Family Senior + 1 Additional Daily Child Watch

Proposed Annual Rates* $430 $580 $500 $1,000 $560 $180 $10 $5

Proposed Monthly Rates $39 $53 $45 $91 $51 $16

*If non-residents pay annual membership rates, they receive one free month.

Where can I learn more about the proposed community center?
• www.cityofshawnee.org/communitycenter
• cityofshawnee@cityofshawnee.org
• (913) 631-5200
• City’s social media platforms on Facebook, Twitter, Nextdoor and Instagram.

City Staff are ready and willing to come speak at any event, HOA meeting or other 
gathering, to help educate and answer any questions about the community 

center vote. If you would like to schedule a time, please send an e-mail to 
cityofshawnee@cityofshawnee.org. 

The Governing Body and City staff want to help create a community 
that YOU want. That is why we are providing a mail-in ballot that will 
be sent to every registered voter in Shawnee. This will ensure every 
registered voter has the opportunity to vote on this issue that would 
impact every resident in one way or another. We are here to answer 
your questions as you weigh this decision. 



Page 6

Tidy Town (Bulky Item Pick Up) and Drop Off
 It’s that time of year again! Over three weekends in 
April and May, Shawnee residents can do some heavy duty 
tidying up. Please take a few minutes to read this entire 
article as many things not accepted curbside WILL 
BE accepted at the drop-off site. Ok! Let’s run down the 
rules! Here are the curbside pickup dates that depend on 
where you live.

• Saturday, April 27: Anyone living from Switzer 
west to I-435 & Shawnee Mission Parkway north to 
the northern City limits.

• Saturday, May 4: Anyone living from Switzer 
west to I-435 & Shawnee Mission Parkway south to 
southern City limits

• Saturday, May 11: Anyone living from I-435 west to 
western City limits

 We have a new feature this year online at  
www.cityofshawnee.org/tidytown that allows you to simply 
enter your address and your specific Tidy Town curbside 
pickup date will pop up for you! Just look for the “Find 
Your Curbside Pick-Up Date” button on the web page.

 On your Tidy Town date, you can set out FIVE 
items on the curb. Please have them out on the curb by  
7:00 a.m. These items include the following:

• Furniture
• Mattresses
• Appliances including washing machines and dryers. 

Please note that the trash haulers are not able to accept 
refrigerators with freon. If you have one, please 
contact your hauler for options or go to recyclespot.
org to find out options near you.

• Push lawn mowers with no fuel or oil
• Up to 4 foot rolls of carpet (Must be securely tied and 

less than 50 pounds. Two rolls count as one item.)
Items NOT ACCEPTED curbside include:

• Wood fencing and/or decking materials
• Construction materials
• Glass panels larger than four feet
• Latex or oil-based paint
• Tires
• Automotive batteries, engine oil or fuel tanks
• Hazardous materials or waste
• Yard waste
• Compressed gas cylinders

Questions? Call your hauler directly!
 Waste Management (913) 631-3300 Republic (A-1/Superior) (913) 279-6033
 Town and Country/WCA (816) 380-5595 KC Disposal (816) 388-9739

Keep an eye out for a postcard that will be mailed to every home to remind residents about Tidy Town. We’ll also be 
providing ongoing updates on the City’s website, Facebook, Twitter, Nextdoor and Instagram pages.
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Tidy Town Drop-off Site Details
 The drop-off site is located at the southwest corner of Johnson Drive and Renner Road. Any Shawnee resident can 
use the drop-off site ONCE during any date and time when it is open. Be prepared to show proof of residency AND 
to unload your items yourself. You MUST enter the line for the drop-off at 59th Terrace and Maurer. Please note 
there will be NO access at 59th Terrace and Renner. PLEASE be prepared for possible delays.

***No commercial business vehicles and/or equipment will be allowed to enter the drop-off site.***

Fridays (4/26, 5/3, 5/10)  3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays (4/27, 5/4, 5/11)  8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Sundays (4/28, 5/5, 5/12)  12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Residents will be able to drop off one truck or trailer-load of the following. Please note that employees will be 
tracking addresses and only allowing one truck or trailer-load drop-off for the duration of Tidy Town:

• Wood fencing and/or decking materials
• Concrete building material
• Rocks and soil
• Construction or demolition materials like drywall, roofing and lumber
• Other rigid items four feet or longer
• Brush but no grass clippings

To be clear, the following items are NOT ACCEPTED curbside OR at the drop-off site:
• Refrigerators with freon. If you have one, contact your hauler for options or visit www.recyclespot.org 
• Tires
• Paint
• Hazardous materials or waste
• Compressed gas cylinders
• Batteries

  

 Also, please set out your regular trash on your scheduled trash day and NOT on your Tidy Town Day. Tidy Town is 
intended to help residents safely get rid of bulky items once a year without having to pay an extra fee. 

*Waste Management customers: Please put your trash bins out on your Tidy Town day so the workers can easily 
identify you as their customer.*

When entering the drop-off site, please use Maurer 
and 59th Terrace as indicated in the map to the right.
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The line into the recycling event will be cut off at 11:00 a.m. 
All vehicles in the parking lot at 11:00 a.m. will have their items collected.

Donations will help off-set costs of the event and the remaining donations will go to the Shawnee Mayor’s Christmas Tree 
Fund and the Merriam Parks, Recreation, and Community Center Foundation.

Thanks to our partners:
City of Merriam, PROSHRED, Secure E-Cycle, Johnson County Household Hazardous Waste,

Shawnee Lions Club and Merriam Lions Club

Electronics Recycling
All electronics recycled at no charge except the following: 
Recycle CRT monitors - $15
CRT, DLP, Rear Projection, and Wood Console TV's - $25

Bike Collection
Used bikes will be refurbished and given to 
community service organizations.

Latex Paint Collection
Latex paint only
No commercial institutions' paint will be accepted.

Paper Shredding
Regular File Box - Suggested $5 donation per box
Large File Box - Suggested $10 donation per box

"Spring Fling" Recycling Event
May 4, 2019 • 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Parking Lot on the Southwest Corner of Antioch & Shawnee Mission Parkway

Eyeglass Collection
Used eyeglasses will be donated to those in need

GREAT

Kansas

SAVE THE DATE
03.10.19
ST. PATRICK'S PARADE
"Explore your Irish Heritage"CITY OPEN HOUSE 

May 4, 2019  10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Shawnee City Hall 11110 Johnson Drive

YOU ARE
 INVITED!
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April
1 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
2 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
4 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
6 Healthy Yards Expo - 9:00 a.m.
8 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
13 April Showers Craft Fair- 9:00 a.m.
15 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
18 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
22 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
25 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
27 Tidy Town - Refer to page 6 for locations

May
2 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
4 Tidy Town - Refer to page 6 for locations
 Spring Recycling Event - 8:00 a.m.
 City Open House - 10:00 a.m.
6 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
7 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
11 Tidy Town - Refer to page 6 for locations
 Farmers' Market - 7:00 a.m.
13 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
20 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
21 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
23 Quarterly Q&A - 6:30 p.m.
25 Pools Open - 12:30 p.m.
27 Memorial Day - City Offices Closed
28 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

June
3 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
4 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
6-9 Old Shawnee Days
10 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
18 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
20 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
24 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
27 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
28 PARKED - 5:30 p.m.
29 Flags for Freedom begins

Fair Housing is YOUR Right
 Housing discrimination is illegal. The City of Shawnee is 
strongly committed to affirmatively furthering fair housing. If 
you believe you have experienced discrimination based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial 
status, or disability in renting or buying a 
home, getting a mortgage, obtaining housing 
insurance, seeking housing assistance, or 
other housing related activities, you can file 
a complaint and get additional information 
at hud.gov/fairhousing. 

 Do you need help making some needed repairs to your 
home? Maybe you are looking to buy a new home? Johnson 
County Housing Services offers a variety of housing assistance 
programs to Shawnee residents who meet specific income 
qualifications. Assistance is available for home repairs including 
carpentry, electrical, HVAC, handicap accessibility, plumbing, 
masonry, roof replacement and weatherization improvements. 
Up to $10,000 in down payment assistance and closing costs 
is also available to qualified participants looking to purchase 
a home. If you would like to take part in these programs, 
contact Johnson County Housing Services at 715-6616 or visit  
jocogov.org/residents/housing-assistance for more details.

Homeowner Help Available

Now you can use your home's video cameras to fight 
crime in Shawnee! Text shawneepd to 555888 from your 
smartphone to download the Neighbors app. You can then 
choose to share your videos, photos and crime/safety 
information with others in your neighborhood. It's like a 
digital neighborhood watch right on your phone!

Police Department  
Joins Neighbors by Ring
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Any individual requiring an accommodation to participate 
in a public meeting should contact the Deputy City 
Manager at 742-6243 or call the Kansas Relay Center,  
1-800-766-3777 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time (if possible) to make arrangements.

Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6014
Car Tags 715-2600
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 742-6096
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6900
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2155
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6213
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6226
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Jim Neighbor 268-9061 jneighbor@cityofshawnee.org
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Stephanie Meyer 626-5916 smeyer@cityofshawnee.org
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Mickey Sandifer 268-5348 msandifer@cityofshawnee.org
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org

 The CityLine, an official publication of the City of 
Shawnee, Kansas, is published four times a year and 
mailed to residents in Shawnee under the direction of 
the Communications Manager. Readers' comments are 
encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager 
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

 This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about the City of Shawnee, are available on our 
website at www.cityofshawnee.org.


